Chromatography tubes: a novel RIA technique.
We describe a novel radioimmunoassay in which separation of free and antibody-bound antigen is achieved by passive means. The separation is carried out by a modified form of inverted dry column chromatography on a column, or 'chromatography tube', consisting of a small polystyrene tube packed with a dry, insoluble, hydrophilic resin. Using the radioimmunoassay or digoxin as an example, an exceptionally simple procedure is described with sensitivity, accuracy and precision suitable for clinical purposes. Advantages of the chromatography tube method are discussed.